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Philip III. was phlegmatic and timid: his minister,
the Duke of Lerma, as incompetent as he was greedy
and aspiring, distrusted his own ability to cope with
such an adversary as Henry IV. Accordingly the
Spanish Court declared that during the King's life
nothing could be done, suggesting at the same time
that this obstacle might be removed. Various plans
for the assassination of Henry were discussed, as well
as the terms on which the Duke of Savoy would
bestow his daughter's hand on the Marshal.

Henry knew something of what was going on, and
took such precautions that Biron was compelled to
assist in the defeat of his confederate. On the con-
clusion of the war, thinking that nothing could be
done for the present, and wishing to guard against
the danger of detection, Biron made a merit of con-
fessing to the King that he had had some dealings
with Savoy and in a moment of pique had asked the
hand of the Duke's daughter; and for whatever he
had done amiss he implored a pardon which was
readily granted.

Scarcely however had the peace been signed before
Biron was again listening to the offers of the Duke
of Savoy and of the Spaniards. The hand of a
princess, a dowry of 300,000 crowns and the inde-
pendent sovereignty of Burgundy were irresistible
baits to his ambition and poverty. He preferred,
he said, death on the scaffold to an almshouse, and
became the centre of all who plotted against King
or country in France. He affected to be a zealous
Catholic and deplored the sinful tolerance of the
King, while at the same time he and Bouillon en-